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My name is Carson Fraser. I am from North Preston. I have three 

brothers and two sisters. My father was a maintenance worker 

and my mother stayed home and take care of the family. When I 

was in school I have a hard time. When I started school at Nelson 

Whynder School, I had all white teachers. Later at Ross Road 

School, white teachers in the hallway would often refer to Black 

students as “niggers” when they passed by. 

I was always moved to the back of the class where I did not 

learn to read and write well. This did not only happen to me, but 

others too. No attention was given to us at the back of the class. 

When I went to Graham Creighton Jr. High School, teachers 

tested all students and put the students who could not read into an Auxiliary class. But the teachers 

didn’t pay hardly any attention to us. Even though we have a hard time reading, the teachers still passed 

us to the next grade. I can’t remember how old I was when I left school. 

When I got older, I found it was very hard to find a job. I have lots of different jobs, like farming, 

roofing, and paving. Then I found a job at the YMCA. It was a good job and I was there for 26 years, and 

when the YMCA closed, I knew I would have a hard time finding a new job. I tried for some time but 

when I told new employers about my education, they said it was not enough. 

At that time, I was coming to the library and someone there suggested I join this program. The first 

day I was very scared and nervous, but I know I have to try. But it didn’t work out for me. Then I tried 

again. When I came back, I was determined to read and spell. At first, I was very embarrassed with other 

people around but the more classes I went to, the better I felt.  

Now I got to two programs four days and one evening every week. I can see the difference when I go 

to the store. It is not as hard anymore because I can read better and I feel more confident.  

 

 “School is sometimes difficult, but I like to learn and I want to keep learning.”     ~ Carson Fraser  


